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Margaret Hughes

Any news? Articles can be left in a file at the back of church; posted to the editor at the above address; or emailed to: caroline@kenyons.co.uk  Deadline: second Sunday in the month.

Dear friends,

In November each year, we hold a special service to celebrate the lives of loved ones who have died.  It’s an opportunity to thank God for all they have given to us and shared with us, and to recall the moments that have a special place in our hearts.

Losing a partner, parent, child or friend through death isn’t the only loss that many of us have to face.  Some of you know that I care for a friend who suffers from Alzheimer’s Disease.  Like all Dementias, it’s terminal and changes the person sometimes beyond recognition.  No wonder it’s been called a little death.   Maybe 1 in 4 of us will experience this kind of mental illness and many more will be affected by it.  Since it touches the lives of so many people, how can we, as a Christian community, give support?

Ann, and those who know her, found the early stages the most difficult.  Clearly the signs were there (forgetfulness, misplacing things, increasing anxiety and stress), but so was denial that anything was wrong.  We had to wait for God, in his mercy, to choose the perfect time to make it possible for her to receive the help she needed.  Love overcame fear and faith gave her the courage to step out into the unknown.

One challenge we faced was that most people are unrealistic about the way Alzheimer’s affects one’s appearance, behaviour and activities.  We take memory for granted and rarely consider just how complex it is.  One of the first changes was the loss of a sense of time.  Past, present and future merge into one and it’s very hard to get a handle on what’s happening.  This makes relating to others who live in a time-bound world difficult.  The temptation is to withdraw.  There are benefits however.  Without the pressures of time, Ann has been able to enjoy experiences more fully, to appreciate the blessings that each day brings and to draw closer to God in her solitude.

As the condition progresses, so there are changes to the personality.  Each time Ann asks the question ‘Who am I? she has a different answer.  During childhood, the question often leads to a growth in confidence and self worth as new skills are added to one’s repertoire.   With Dementia, it is the opposite and one has to come to terms with the loss of competence and independence.  Our holidays have been a wonderful antidote, because Ann needs to engage with the world and with people in a way that’s affirming and outward-looking.  They give her life colour and perspective.

While stimulation is essential for slowing down the inevitable deterioration, it also creates exhaustion.   Every task requires considerable mental and emotional effort, so tiredness is commonplace.  We’ve been very privileged to discover the richness of God’s healing, not in the sense of curing the Alzheimer’s, but in wholeness of body, mind and spirit, and laughter has been one of his most precious gifts. 

Earlier this year, I visited the Arctic.  In every sense it felt like a journey into the unknown with beauty and danger in equal measure.  Alzheimer’s is like this too.  We have no idea where it will lead us, but we trust God to be with us every step of the way, holding a light to our path, and enfolding us in his never failing love.  Prayer has been a great source of strength and encouragement, bringing us joy and a deep peace.

As a Christian community, there’s much we can do to support those who travel the road of Dementia and those who care for them.  All of us can pray for those engaged in research and we can learn to care rather than shy away from what we find difficult or distasteful.  This month as we bring to mind our loved ones who are no longer with us, let us also hold before God those have died the little death of Dementia.

May God bless you,

Margaret Thomas (Retired Priest)

Our annual Thanksgiving Service for the Faithful Departed will be held on the afternoon of Sunday 6th November at 3.00pm.
Church family news   
Congratulations to Audrey who celebrated her 90th Birthday in October and also to Doreen and Gerry as they celebrated their Diamond Wedding Anniversary last month.
We welcome into our church family of St. Nicholas’, Noah Sam Rooney and Stephen Philip Smith who were baptised in October.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the family of William Harold Morgan who passed away in September.
Thanks to all for Autumn Fair
A very big THANK YOU to all those who helped at the Autumn Fair on 15th 

October.

Due to your wonderful efforts and the support of all those who attended

we raised over £1000 towards the Church Restoration Fund.

The event was well supported despite clashing with other local fairs,

the Wales- France Rugby World Cup match and the Liverpool - Manchester 

United match.

Thank you to the School Choir and teachers for their help in providing 

us with musical entertainment.

Hope to see you all at our next social event, hopefully without as much 

hard work involved!

Derek Parkinson

Thank you!
A huge thank you to all who came along to The Children's Society Coffee Morning on Saturday 17th September.
It was so lovely to see so many happy faces enjoying their refreshments while catching up with family and friends.
Many families popped into the Church hall, enjoying the fun activates including their children having their faces painted by a lovely Face Painter, Natalie.
The word was shared about the wonderful works of The Children Society and I am happy to say, a couple of new families signed up to register to be a HouseBox Holder.
A special thanks to Gill and Katie Enstone for all your super help in the kitchen and Doreen Holden for donating many lovely Raffle prizes.
Also many thanks for The Crosby Committee for all your kind help and support.
It was a lovely morning, despite the weather and I am happy to we raised £180.00 for The Children's Society.
If you wish to register to be a Children's Society House Box Holder please do contact me on 0151 931 3008 for details.
It is a very simple procedure and your donations and support would be very much appreciated!
Thank you.
Best Wishes,
Susie Boden
The Children's Society Co-ordinator

Our stained glass restoration is in expert hands

By Stephen Green

At the time of writing this article, 7th of October, we have just finished a site meeting with the contractor Lambert/Walker and our architect, Robin Wholley.
Restoration is slightly ahead of schedule. 
All of the glass has been removed from the windows and is being carefully restored at the specialists, Pendle Glass in Padiham. I visited their premises at the end of August on the way back from a short break at my cousin’s in Harrogate. I checked that it was convenient to visit them and was welcomed and given a fascinating insight to their wonderful skills. They have a dedicated team of around a dozen employees in this quaint little Lancastrian town. Each piece of glass is cleaned with plastic scrapers then washed and itemised before being stored in long narrow drawers.
I discovered that the large circular rose window is dedicated to local regiments who fought in the Great War. The Cheshires and The Kings Regiment were among them. 
The charge hand extolled the quality of the stained glass and said it was among the finest examples that he had ever had the privilege to restore. 
Each process was described to me and my wife and we witnessed the dedication shown by the employees. The art of lead soldering was a joy to see performed by a highly skilled operative. 
A couple of millimetres either way and a precious piece of St Nicholas' historic fabric would have been lost forever.
 The pieces of glass which could not be saved were photographed and replicated with the closest match of colour and shade and inserted as one would with a jigsaw puzzle. 
The end product is that each panel looks as if it is completely intact and there had never been a repair. 
Pendle Glass have a fine CV and have done work on many illustrious cathedrals. We left knowing that our beautiful stained glass windows were in safe and competent hands.
During our September site meeting, a decision was made regarding which stone would be used to restore the masonry around the west end gable encompassing the windows.
Four samples were brought to the meeting and immersed in a water receptacle. It was noted that the stone which was the most resistant to the water and hence our chosen sample was called Peat Moor. This was taken from a Lancastrian quarry and was approved by the English Heritage architect, Tim Wilkins. 
Its shade did not exactly match the existing stone from our church but it was a close match and much more durable than our existing stone which is of a poor quality and entirely unsuitable in light of the marine environmental erosion experienced during the last century. 
The stone is apparently supplied in cubes a metre square and then sliced and carved to suit at the Lambert/Walkers premises in Bamber Bridge. 
At this time of writing, the mullions, tracery and cills are being cut and carved. I hope to be able to visit their premises shortly and witness their skills using both electrical and hand tools. Any interested members of the church are welcome and encouraged to visit Lambert/Walker. Please contact me if you wish to join me.
A viscous seal was applied to stem the heat loss as there had been complaints from some members of the congregation regarding the draughts. We have experienced some severely high winds lately but thankfully the scaffolding and corrugated sheets have held. There have been no health and safety incidents to report and I am pleased that such a large and complicated project is very much going to plan.
We are half way through it and the priority is to secure the high level restoration before the winter sets in and the complications of temperature, daylight hours and extreme weather conditions take their toll.
I am convinced that we are in safe hands and continue to ask for your patience and support during the final stages.
Another bid to English Heritage has been submitted to restore the windows on the north side of the church including the unused porch. We are awaiting a response and expect to hear before Christmas whether we are to be successful. Again, it has meant a flurry of paperwork and photographs with considerable inputs from our quantity surveyor, Neville Beech and our honorary treasurer Tim. I managed to secure an endorsement from our archdeacon Ricky Panter especially regarding the reopening of the north porch.
It would be wonderful to have this facility available again but for now, we can only wait and see if ours is to be selected among many other applications. The selection is based on the urgency, priority and quality of the application. Your prayers would be appreciated.

Ordinand news

By Laura Leatherbarrow
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all your prayers, cards and support for me over the last 12 months. 
Following my appearance before the Bishops Advisory Panel I was chosen to train for the priesthood by our bishops, and in September this year began my training with the Southern and North Western Training Partnership or SNWTP for short.

For those of you not yet aware I am pleased to announce that it has been decided by the Diocese that I can be St Nicholas’ Ordinand (priest in training) for the next three years; although I will be undertaking extra placements elsewhere next year and in my final year.  
Both Colette and I are delighted with this news and I wish to say a big thank you to her especially for all the help and support in getting me this far! So what does all this mean well for the next 12 months? At least I will not be going anywhere soon and will be beginning to learn and develop as a priest here at my home church which is fantastic news. 
This is not only fantastic for me but for St Nicholas church, as to have an ordinand in development is seen as good news for a church and a sign of good discipleship and growth. 

My theology study takes place both in Liverpool in St James House, and in the Warrington campus of Chester University; it also includes seven weekends away at different locations around the large North West Diocese. There will be a week away at summer school, which as you can understand can be difficult for me with having Alexander at home so lots of changes and things to take on board.

The biggest change many of you will notice will be that I will be preaching regular sermons, leading worship monthly and will be robed.  
I know you have been very supportive of me during the discernment process and I hope you will continue to pray and encourage me in the years of my training. I also hope you will forgive me when I make mistakes! 

This is an exciting time for all of us but I would like to ask that you keep me and my family in your prayers specifically for a number of things.

1. That I can cope with the academic study and can get my work completed with good marks on top of working in the NHS.

2. That both Alexander and I can cope with the residential weekends and summer school week away.

3. That God continues to change and develop me into the priest that He desires.

4. That Howard and I will occasionally get times together (with him working for the church in Warrington and our busy evening diaries at times it means that we can be like passing ships!)

5. That I will continue to support Howard in his discernment of God’s will in his life.

6. Finally that the Bechet’s disease will stay firmly in control and my health does not deteriorate.

May I take this opportunity to thank you for all your fantastic support once again. 

God Bless you all,

School News  

By Debbie Johnson

The children have been really busy getting stuck into their new after-school clubs, sporting and social events. All kinds of exciting activities are on offer, led by staff and specialists who come into the school to lead the sessions. 
After half-term, a new Book Club was being launched, and also Sow and Grow has returned. Sow and Grown brings together children, parents and members of the community for an inter-generational gardening project.
 
Other activities within school have included a Circus Skills session for year 2; lots of sporting contests against other schools, and charity projects such as the Harvest Appeal and the launch of Operation Christmas Child. The ever-popular school disco was also held, organised by members of the Friends of St Nicholas.
 
The school was chosen by the Diocese of Liverpool to represent the area at a special service at Westminster Abbey celebrating 200 years of church schools. Head teacher Mrs Woods attended, along with head girl Tayla Hartley, head boy Robert Hebdon and chair of the School Council, Tia Gilbert. As well as attending the service, they saw Big Ben, Downing Street and Trafalgar Square, and even managed to spot the Queen on her way into Parliament!
 
The school choir performed at the Anglican Cathedral as part of the Greatest Story Ever Told, which was staged by the Another Place team. Thanks to Mrs Hyams and Mrs Cunningham for all their hard work with the choir.
 
Tea rota for November 

	6
	Brian  Fairclough and Steven Chantler
	932 0578

	13
	Grace and John Donnelly
	924 7842

	20
	Josie Kilshaw 
	931 4352

	 27
	Angela Grundy and Pat Edwards
	924 5512








